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Date: September 17, 2025

To: 614 Beautiful Grant Review Committee
Neighborhood Design Center
Columbus, Ohio

RE: Letter of Support for Glen Echo Neighborhood Glenmawr Park Beautification Project

Dear Members of the 614 Beautiful Grant Review Committee,

On behalf of the University Area Commission, I am pleased to provide our strong support for the proposed historic stone stanchion restoration and pollinator garden project at Glenmawr Park in the Glen Echo neighborhood. As an area commission whose northern boundary includes Glen Echo Ravine, we recognize the vital importance of preserving and enhancing the historic and environmental assets that define our broader community.

The Glen Echo neighborhood's designation as a National Register Historic District contributes significantly to the cultural and architectural heritage of our entire University Area. The stone stanchions along Glenmawr Avenue reflect the thoughtful early 20th-century planning that has shaped our broader community's character. Their restoration will preserve irreplaceable architectural heritage, maintain the historic streetscape that enhances property values throughout the University Area, and demonstrate exemplary stewardship of community assets.

The pollinator garden and tree planting components address critical environmental needs while building community engagement. Native plantings will support bird and insect populations essential to ecosystems throughout the University Area while reducing maintenance requirements. The volunteer-led invasive honeysuckle removal demonstrates environmental leadership that benefits the broader Glen Echo Ravine area, which serves as a vital green corridor for our entire community.

The University Area Commission enthusiastically supports this proposal because it demonstrates the community-driven leadership we encourage throughout our area, creates lasting environmental and aesthetic improvements, honors historic character while addressing contemporary environmental challenges, and strengthens the network of engaged communities that makes our area vibrant and attractive.

As an area commission that reviews development and planning matters throughout our boundaries, we recognize the importance of supporting initiatives that preserve historic character, enhance environmental sustainability, and build community engagement. This project achieves all three objectives while serving as a positive example for other communities.

We strongly encourage your support for this exemplary proposal that will beautify our area, preserve historic assets, support environmental sustainability, and strengthen community bonds throughout the University Area.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Josh Hickman


Corresponding Secretary, UAC
On behalf of the University Area Commission, which passed a resolution in support of the Glenmawr Park Beautification Project at our September 17, 2025 commission meeting.


About the University Area Commission: The University Area Commission serves as an advisory body to Columbus City Council for the area bounded by Glen Echo Ravine on the north, the railroad east of Indianola Avenue on the east, Fifth Avenue on the south, and the Olentangy River on the west. The Commission reviews development proposals, advocates for community interests, and facilitates communication between residents, businesses, and city government to maintain and enhance our area's unique character and livability.

